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Promoting a better understanding of Harmful Algal Blooms by way of Volunteer Monitoring
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





Release #08-10







                                Contact:     David Moody

The St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge proudly offers a Citizen Scientist training. Take a look at the information below and register soon. Due to limited space, we ask large groups to choose a representative to attend. 
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New Volunteer Trainings
September 9th, 2010
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Are you interested in sampling local waters twice a month and identifying the phytoplankton that are found?

The NOAA Phytoplankton Monitoring Network (PMN) is holding a new volunteer training 


- Volunteers commit to sampling their site at least once every two weeks for at least one year.


- Sampling sites (St. Marks Lighthouse, Shell Point, Mashes Sands)


- Sampling sites must have a salinity of 10 ppt or greater throughout most of the year.

- Volunteers need to have computer access to enter data into the PMN online database.


- Anyone can participate!  4-H clubs, Homeschoolers, Master Naturalists, Individuals, etc...
Sound Interesting?!  Then come and get your hands wet while learning how to identify marine phytoplankton.

Thurs, Sept 9: 
St. Marks NWR Bunkhouse, 6295 Coastal Highway, Crawfordville

Session #1     9:00am - 12:30pm (EDT) 


Session #2     1:30pm - 5:00pm (EDT)
Tentative Schedule:   (note: Each session covers the same material. Two sessions are being held to reduce class size.)

40 mins
PMN Program Background & Algal Blooms Introduction
40 mins
Phytoplankton Morphology ~ to genus on approximately 25 different phytoplankton 
30 mins
Sampling Techniques:  plankton tow and salinity (done outside, but will not be getting into the water)
90 mins
Scope Work for Phytoplankton ID
10 mins
Discussion & Questions
To Reserve a Spot: contact David Moody at 850-925-6121 or David_Moody@fws.gov

Questions about the Training: Jeff Paternoster at 843-762-8657 or jeff.paternoster@noaa.gov
( For additional information about the network, please visit the PMN website at http://www.chbr.noaa.gov/pmn/
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