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USFWS and Oil Spill Land Expansion Approved

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ha®On June 7, 2010, the St. Marks NWR
sent more than 350 personnel into theexpansion proposal for approximately
Gulf of Mexico region to 35,295 acres was approved and signed
respond to the BP Oil Spill. We are by Acting USFWS Director Dan Ashe.
working with BP and many partners toThe lands targeted for protection will
do everything we can to minimize the assist the refuge in habitat enhancement
impact of the oil spill on fish, wildlife for endangered wildlife and plants, as
and habitat. well as buffer the potential effects of

both climate change and sea level rise.
Our people are preparing for potential The Pr esi dent 6s budc
oil impact at 35 wildlife refuges that lin2011, which begins in October 2010,
the coasts of Louisiana, Mississippi, includes $1 million dollars for St. Marks
Alabama and Florida These precious NWR. This plus the possible congres-
national resources are home to dozensional appropriation of 2011 acquisition
of threatened and endangered speciegiollars, will enable realty specialists and
including West Indian manatees, refuge management to soon request per-
whooping cranes, Mississippi sandhill mission to appraise one or more of our
cranes, wood storks and four species bfghest priority acquisition targets.
sea turtles.

The Service continues to work with The
We are conducting aerial and ground Nature Conservancy to buy a 120 acre
surveys to assess the damage, and parcel that is within our currently ap-
recovering oiled or injured wildlife to b@roved acquisition boundary. Itis a
cleaned, healed and released in safe slow process, but we are hopeful that
locations. Although so far oiled wildlifehis tract, northeast of the Pinhook River
recovered has been minimal, we expeahd adjacent to Florida FWC Flint Rock
the number to increase. WMA, will soon be part of the Refuge.
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Ref uge

Manager so

Report

programs. In addition, we
Refuge staff Dallas Beckett  have a Student Temporary
and Chris Weber, plus the in- Employee Program em-
mate crew, carefully removed ployee, Aubrey Sirman, as-
the Environmental Education sjsting biologists. Josh
cabin, the boardwalk from the Havird is the Student Con-
parking lot, and several trees servation Experience Pro-
in preparation for construction gram employee working wil
of the new education building. the fire program. If you see
The building contract has beernone of our new faces, stop
awarded and construction will and say hello.
begin by the end of June. We

should have approximately  We have a new Information
three times the meeting capacTechnology (IT) staff perso
ity. If all goes well, we hope to His name is John Edwards
christen the new facility in the and his office will be up at
spring of 2011. Work Center. John is ex
Army and in Naval Reserve
The main saltwater boat ramp and graduated from local
down by the lighthouse will  Wakulla High School. John
also be replaced this summer will be solving all the IT
by the same company com-  problems for USFWS refug
pleting the education building. from coastal Mississippi ea
We were given ARRA to Egmont Key, Florida. Wk
(stimulus) funds to builda  are looking forward to hav-
wider and longer ramp. ing him fix our ailing com-
puters.
You will be seeing a lot of new
faces around the refuge this So, although current projec
summer. We have local Youth tions do not have the oil im
Conservation Corps student pacting this area, we will
John Cooper, assisting with  still be alert, watching the
maintenance. We have two  tropical storms because the
Student Conservation Associacould change everything.
tion interns assisting with fire
effects monitoring, Meagan  Have a wonderful summer
Gamble and Topher Wescott. on your National Wildlife
John Ball, a volunteer intern, Refuge
Is working with the biological

Visitor Information

Visitor Center - The Refuge visitor
center and office is located on County Rd
59, 3 miles south of U. S. Hwy 98 at
Newport. Visit the displays describing
refuge wildlife and habitats and the
refuge association bookstore.

Entrance Fees - Federal entrance fee
passes apply (America the Beautiful,
Senior, Access ) or daily passes can be
purchased for $5 per car. Annual passes
include the St. Marks NWR Specific Pass
and the current Federal Duck Stamp.

Hours i The Refuge is open daylight
hours all year and the Visitor Center is
open from 8 am to 4 pm Monday to
Friday; and 10 am till 5 pm weekends.
Closed on Federal holidays.

Lighthouse Drive - For casual
observation, the Lighthouse Road
provides many excellent stopping points
along the 7-mile stretch of road from the
Visitor Center to the St Marks Lighthouse
on Apalachee Bay. Please observe the
posted speed limit.

Restrooms - Located at the Refuge
Visitor Center, Tower Pond/Mounds
Trail and Otter Lake Recreation Area.

Picnic Facilities T Located next to
Tower Pond Trail and Oftter Lake.

Hiking i The fall, winter and early
spring are the best times. Foot and
bicycle-traffic are allowed on trails.
Guides are available at the toll booth,
visitor center and information kiosks .

Fishing - Freshwater and saltwater
fishing are available in certain areas of
the refuge year round. Contact Visitor
Center for restrictions. Boat launching
is permitted during daylight hours at
the Lighthouse saltwater launching
ramp.

Hunting - Hunting is permitted for
resident game species in designated
areas fall- spring. Contact the Refuge
after May 1 for upcoming year's
applications and permit information
or visit

www.fws.gov/saintmarks
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Law Enforcement Update

Hot

best hiking and biking times, but
boating activity and flats fishing
are prime. The boat ramp at the
lighthouse will be busy with folks
accessing the Gulf of Mexico.

summer
other issue these officers will be

looking for on Lighthouse Road.

We will be checking for compli-
Refuge Law Enforcement Officers ance with the entrance fees on

will be patrolling Lighthouse Road Lighthouse Rd. These funds help

and other refuge lands checking pay for restroom cleaning con-

Fishing and Hunting on the Refuge

It sure is nice to have water in all The Order: Remove all excess
of the impoundments, ponds, Aitag | ineo
ditches, and lakes around the ref- hook, providing a great presenta-
uge. This past spring offered tion. Place the split shot six
some of the best fishing in Otter inches above the hook, and the
Lake | have seenin ten years.  cork twenty inches above the
With consistent rain and tropical hook. Impale the cricket from mid
storms steering clear, the im- belly, exiting the chin, exposing

mo n t Ha compliance ®rt vestsetis end bag/
size limits on fish. Speeding is an-

David Mooc

tracts, printed brochures and
Visitor Center personnel, etc.

Visitors having a safe experience

on St. Marks National Wildlife
Refuge and protecting the

report any suspicious activity to
the ranger in the Visitor Center.

resource are top priorities. Please

over permits will be sold first come

f r o mAugustel0, 801@at I®:D0am.h e

For more information please visit

http://myfwc.com/license/
Hunt Quota LimitedEntryWo
rksheets.htm

poundments adjacent to Light-  the point and barb.
house Road have recovered from
droughts and saltwater intrusion, The Placement:Methodically
offering panfish limits to many  drop the live bait in every gap
anglers. Refuge staff have re-  where vegetation stops and open
stocked Largemouth Bass, Blue- water is available, working the
gill, and Redear Sunfish shoreline by boat or walking.
(shellcracker) in major impound- Make sure your shadow is not
ments to supplement the quality cast into your fishing zone and
and quantity of fish. Just remem- utilize early and late hours for
ber, when the biting flies are prime time activity. How does
thick, so are the feeding fish. that sink your cork!
Here are some trps~Ftoer~ Api~t ¢€h
ing: o Quota permits are available each
year for hunting big game on the
The tools Use a 1614 foot tele-  Panacea and Wakulla Units of the
scoping fiberglass fishing pole; 4 St. Marks National Wildlife Ref-
6 pound test line (the same lengthuge. These hunting slots are avai
as the pole), a 1or 2 inch cork col-able through a lottery system be-
ored float, a #8 black hook, the ginning early May. The applica-
smallest split shot you can buy, tion process ends mid June and
and finally a cricket box with a  selected individuals must pay for

REFUGE REGULATIONS

No Littering,! Help keep your
refuge clean!

Enclosed Cooking Firesare
permitted in designated picnic
areas only. Open fires are not
permitted.

Petsmust be on a leash and
under control of owners at all
times.

Collecting or taking of artifacts,
natural features, animals or
plants on government property
prohibited.

Fireworks are prohibited.

hundred or so crickets. permits by early August. All left-
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Eye on Nature Photography Barney Park

Gat or s, we ¢ o tllyagaatblueTheronwr the levee at St. Marks Na-
sands of them make their maybe a white pelican will in- tional Wildlife Refuge. If
home on the St. Marks Na-  dulge in a snack of baby gator.ihe alligator is bigger than
tional Wildlife Refuge. One of _ you are. give him the levee
the largest predators on the The picture below was taken 0§nq pick another levee for
refuge, the alligator sits at thethe refuge by my friend and yourself; A large alligator
top of the food chain (or so it former colleague at FSU, Pro- .an run faster than a human
seems). But, sometimes the fessor Emeritus, Dr. George oy ten to fifteen yards; so

d o mgptoach him. If he is
smaller than you, chances
are that he thinks that you
might eat him and he will
give the levee to you.

When we walk the levees in
my digital nature photogra-
phy class, | am careful to
point out the Big Eats Little
Rule to my students.

« 1he photo class is taught
2 the first Saturday of each

-~ month from 912 and is free
- and open to anyone

- (families are welcome).

: T callthe refuge at (850)925
tables are turned and the Dawson. The gator is dining org121 tg reserve a place in

mighty gator is eaten by a banded white pelican. He  ne class. All levels of pho-
predator birds suchasthe doesnot seem tigyadhRdxpgeriehcE &d D
great blue heron, great egret gists are tracking the where- \yelcome.

and possibly the white pelicanabouts of the pelican lunch that

How, you say, does such a he is enjoying. Thanks for coming by the

thing happen? Remember, the refuge, and remembeBig
twelve foot gator began life asBack to the rule that big eats g4t5 jttle!

an egg. The rule in the refugelittle, this is a good rule to fol-
is big eats little So occasion- low if you meet an alligator on
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Environmental Education Update Lori Nicholsc

This has been an eventful year. the 20162011 school year. transportation scholarships will be
We have said good bye to the available in July, so check the web-
cabin and anxiously await the be- We had a really busy 20610 site or email me for a copy. There
ginning of the new education facil-school year. Thanks to all the are a few changes from last years
ity. Rest assured we will still offervolunteers that helped, and thanksdition.

school programs in the fall, they to all the teachers that booked

will just be adjusted somewhat to programs. This year we have  Keep an eye open for our new build-
compensate for the lack of an eduseen over 10, 300 participants ining to start and hopefully we will
cation facility. Many teachers education programs and environ-have some drawings for you in the
have already started booking for mental outreach, an increase of fall newsletter. Have a great sum-
the fall, so if you are interested almost 1,000 from last year. mer and | look forward to seeing you
email me now to make plans for The new applications for the in the fall.

Outdoor Fun for Kids at St. Marks Heather Bev

tivity and selfdiscipline. It ture and Tots on Trails. Families in
also improves physical Nature is held on thé"4Saturday of
conditioning and reduces each month. Each month offers a
obesity. According to the different theme with a scavenger
Institute of Medicine, hunt, crafts and other activities. No
childhood obesity rates registration is required. Tots on
have more than tripled for Trails is held on the™ Thursday of
children ages 6 to 11 over the month. Registration is required
the past 30 years. Not only for this program for parents and
does the lack of time spentt hei r | i ttl e ones.
outdoors negatively impact walk and do an fun activity. Please

Tots on Trails Participants finish up the program by children, it could impact call the refuge at (850) 925121

doing leaf rubbings. the future of our environ-  for more information or to register.

ment as well.

A 2009 United Kingdom survey Children who lack un-

found that seven out of ten par- derstanding of the natu-

ents felt their children did not ral world may not grow
know enough about the natural into adults that care
world, and over twethirds of about the environment.

these parents were concerned thathese are the policy and
their children spent too much timedecision makers of the
indoors playing computer games. future.

Parents are right to be concerned.

The benefits of time spent out-  St. Marks has many op-
doors are astounding. Children portunities to get out-
with ADHD show less symptoms doors. Two programs
wher} in a natural setting. Nature that will resume in the Ranger Bevis and Aprilos |Tots
play increases sefsteem, crea- fall are Families in Na- enjoy nature on Plum Orchard Pond Trail.
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